The Newell City Council met in regular session on Monday, July 6th, 2026, at 6:00 pm in City Hall with Mayor Lyman presiding. Council members present Nielsen, Henrich, Taylor, Robinson, & Ziegler, city employees, town reports & members of the public.
Mayor Lyman called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. Approval of Agenda Motion by Henrich, 2nd by Taylor, all ayes.
Consent Agenda: 6.1.26 Regular Session, 6.17.26 Special Meeting Minutes, Claims Report 6/15/26 through 7/15/26 (Bills), June Treasurers Report including Revenues MTD $130,143.87 Expenses $297,886.63, Bank Balances & Bank Transfers. Library Board Minutes/info, Cash Transfers, WC Audit Refund, Nuisance Letters list, FYI State News. Copp and Lange fielded questions to claims. Motion to approve the consent agenda by Nielsen, 2nd Robinson all ayes.
Sheriff Report by Deputy M. Rodriguez, 149 hours in the month of June. Rodriguez mentions that fireworks were generally well-behaved, with only a few stragglers after the curfew. He and Chief Erie spoke about restricting certain classifications of fireworks within city limits and for clearer definitions in the city code. Lyman suggests a future meeting to discuss fireworks regulations more thoroughly.
Fire Chief Erie briefed the council on a few projects the fire department is working on, Ambulance Director Fix provides the update mentioning seven calls in June, with four transported to hospitals and one standby for a gas leak. She also stated a defensive driver class to be held and the upcoming National Night Out event on August 4. Fix asked if a radio had been obtained for the Ambulance, Lyman stated that the radio is being programed and will reach out when available. 
Library’s Landgraf - end of the year budget was strong, Director applied for a couple of grants, one was for expanding the collection, and another is for a tablet that patrons could use for telehealth calls in the library if they needed to service. Board member approval for a new (C. Copp) and also returning member (M. Eckerman) was motioned to approve by Henrich and seconded by Nielsen all ayes. 
Guest Speaker –Rex Roberts from Kinetic Broadband discusses a broadband improvement project, including upgrading existing facilities and abandoning old copper facilities. Lange expresses concern about the project's impact on the city's right of way and suggests doing as much as possible on aerial to avoid underground conflicts. Council discussed and asked Rex to give a list of other communities in which they have finished projects. Reputation of the company in the community has dissipated due to poor customer service. Council will meet with Rex and vote at August 3rd meeting. 
Corn Belt presents a proposal to build a steel structure shed with a white privacy fence, Robinson motioned to approve 2nd by Taylor, all ayes. 
Park – upcoming Watermelon Days updates from committee and preparation to be had with the Historical Society to plan the opening of 1976 time capsule. Discussion of street closures and parade route along with a city contribution of $1000 for the celebration was motioned by Ziegler, 2nd by Taylor, all ayes. Park Board Rep Boevers, informed council golf course has had some interest in a ½ price cart rental for the rest of the season. After discussion, Taylor motioned Nielsen 2nd, all ayes to approve $185 price. Clerk presented Resolution #09-26 A RESOLUTION APPROVING CLOSING POOL CD #X6910 AND DEPOSITING FUNDS TO POOL CHECKING ACCOUNT, Motioned by Henrich, 2nd by Robinson, RCV 4-1 (nay-Neilsen). Pool Project, Mike Johnson presents the Blanchardville pond project, highlighting its success and the potential benefits for Newell. The committee discusses the need for a public meeting to gather community feedback and address concerns about the project. Mayor Lyman suggests hosting a Q&A town hall meeting during Watermelon Days to educate the public about the pond project. The council agrees to move forward with planning the feasibility study and hosting a public meeting to gather community input.
Citizens Forum opened at 7:35pm – Diane Johnson, advocate for pool committee stated she was working with a school counselor to offer lifeguarding classes this winter. Forum closed 7:38pm
Golf Course G. Lyman requests a single membership for Watermelon Days auction. Motioned by Neilsen, 2nd Henrich, all ayes. 
Public Works, Clerk introduced ORDINANCE NO. 291 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE IV, CHAPTER 1, ARTICLE 9, SECTION 9.04 OF THE CITY CODE OF NEWELL, IOWA, BY REMOVING EAST CHANEY AND NORTH FULTON STREET FROM THE DESIGNATED TRUCK ROUTES. 1ST reading – Motion to approve by Taylor, 2nd by Henrich, all ayes. 2nd reading will be 8.3.26. Ordinance can be found on the Cities website under City Code. Lange informs council that Cross is now a wastewater operator. DNR inspection passed, no violations. Discusses the progress of the fiber conduit project and the challenges with gas lines.
Mayor Lyman congratulated Cross on his recent certification and announced RESOLUTION #10-26 – WAGES FOR FULL TIME EMPLOYEES. $2.00 increase upon completion. Henrich motioned to approved, followed by Taylor 2nd, all ayes. New Employee Thomas Cowell started. Mayor thanked those who volunteered to help with clean up after the big storm that hit in June. Nuisance committee will continue to meet monthly, noting the positive feedback from the community. Stating “if you want to attract good people to live here that take care of their stuff, we've got to get the rest cleaned up.” 
Clerk Copp introduced RESOLUTION NO. #11-26, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025 2026. Robinson motioned 2nd by Neilsen, all ayes. Copp has been in talks with the Drama Director at NF, a fundraiser is possibly in the works for a “haunted” tree park for the Halloween season, more info to come. Copp was also granted permission to pursue landscaping on the corner of city hall. A motion up to $500 by Nielsen 2nd by Taylor, all ayes. Mayor mentions the Newell Community Foundation has been approved to join Hometown Pride, an introduction call is scheduled for 7.16. 
New Business – Nielsen would like to invest in time clocks for employees. More for liability than time management. Staff understood but reluctant due to on call hours and working remotely. No motion made. Mayor called for adjournment at 8:26pm motioned by Taylor, 2nd by Henrich, all ayes.
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